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Undemarcated  Borders  and  Incidents  of  Violent  Conflict  in  Central  Asia 


A  series  of  violent  incidents  on  the  Kyrgyz-Uzbek  and  Kyrgyz-Tajik  borders  in  2013- 
2015  have  drawn  increased  attention  to  the  issue  of  undemarcated  borders  in  Central  Asia. 
Sources  in  and  outside  the  region  clearly  document  how  undemarcated  borders  in  Central  Asia 
are  a  serious  security  issue,  particularly  when  violent  conflict  takes  place  in  disputed  borders 
areas.  One  overlooked  aspect  of  the  violence  has  been  local  news  reports  that  reveal  a  more 
nuanced  and  detailed  perspective  of  the  circumstances  and  aftennath  of  the  incidents  as  well  as 
the  few  efforts  by  government  officials  and  officers  from  the  security  forces  on  both  sides  of  the 
border  to  resolve  the  disputes.  An  examination  of  the  incidents  of  violent  conflict  on  the  Kyrgyz- 
Uzbek  and  Kyrgyz-Tajik  borders  from  sources  in  the  region  is  an  important  part  of 
understanding  how  undemarcated  borders  in  Central  Asia  will  continue  to  be  a  security  issue. 

Background 

There  have  been  a  number  of  studies  and  articles  in  various  media  which  have  looked  at 
the  undemarcated  borders  of  the  Central  Asian  states  of  Kazakhstan,  Kyrgyzstan,  Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan,  and  Uzbekistan.1  These  studies  have  examined  undemarcated  borders  that  the 
Central  Asian  states  have  with  each  other  as  well  as  with  other  states  that  border  the  region,  in 
particular  Russia  and  China.  While  all  undemarcated  borders  in  Central  Asia  are  a  problem  and 
some  have  the  potential  to  be  areas  where  violence  could  take  place,  sections  of  the  Kyrgyz- 
Uzbek  and  Kyrgyz-Tajik  borders  in  the  Ferghana  Valley  region  have  proven  to  be  the  most 
contentious. 
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Specific  areas  of  the  Kyrgyz -Uzbek  and  Kyrgyz-Tajik  borders  are  unique  because  of  the 
enclaves  of  Tajikistan  and  Uzbekistan  in  the  Batken  Oblast  in  southern  Kyrgyzstan.2  The  Batken 
Oblast  is  the  location  of  several  enclaves  of  Tajikistan  and  Uzbekistan,  but  the  violent  incidents 
in  2013-2014  took  place  near  the  Sokh  (Uzbekistan)  and  Vorukh  (Tajikistan)  enclaves,  with  the 
latter  being  the  border  area  where  most  of  the  incidents  took  place.  The  history  of  enclaves  in  the 
Batken  Oblast  and  the  borders  of  the  Ferghana  Valley  region  is  complex  and  dates  back  to  the 
border  demarcation  of  the  then  Kyrgyz,  Uzbek,  and  Tajik  Soviet  Republics  in  the  1920s,  and 
then  redrawn  in  the  1950s  and  in  1989. 3 

The  maps  produced  during  these  different  periods  are  one  of  the  main  reasons  why  the 
governments  of  Kyrgyzstan  and  Tajikistan  have  not  been  able  to  fully  demarcate  their  shared 
border  and  why  it  continues  to  be  disputed.  Kyrgyzstan  believes  the  map  from  the  1950s  is 
legally  binding,  while  Tajikistan  references  the  1920s  map.  Both  governments  have  requested 
maps  from  Soviet  archives  in  Moscow  to  aid  them  in  negotiating  a  solution.4  Negotiations 
between  the  two  governments  have  been  ongoing,  though  no  solution  has  been  reached  as  of 
May  2015. 5 

Regardless  of  any  results  from  bilateral  negotiations,  it  is  important  to  look  at  the  reasons 
behind  the  incidents  of  violent  conflict  on  the  Kyrgyz -Uzbek  and  Kyrgyz-Tajik  borders. 

Disputes  over  the  borders  have  not  led  to  sustained  military  action  by  any  government,  though 
border  guards  did  use  force  during  some  of  these  incidents  and  both  the  Kyrgyz  and  Tajik 
governments  reportedly  moved  various  units  close  to  the  border  following  one  incident.  Instead, 
the  violent  incidents  have  often  involved  civilians  and  started  as  a  result  of  disputes  over 
infrastructure  near  the  border. 
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Map  of  the  Ferghana  Valley  region 
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The  Vorukh  (Tajikistan)  and  Sokh  (Uzbekistan)  enclaves 


The  Incidents  of  Violent  Conflict  in  2013-2015 

Kyrgyz-Uzbek  border  -  Batken  Oblast-Sokh  enclave  -  January  5-7,  2013 

The  east-west  road  that  connects  the  western  districts  of  Batken,  Kyrgyzstan  to  the  rest  of 
country  runs  through  Uzbekistan’s  Sokh  enclave.  On  January  5,  2013  residents  of  the  village  of 
Khushyar,  of  Uzbekistan’s  Sokh  enclave,  became  angry  when  Kyrgyz  border  guards  placed 
several  poles  in  the  ground  to  supply  electricity  to  a  border  post  near  the  village  of  Charbak, 
Batken  Oblast.  Khushyar  residents  confronted  the  Kyrgyz  border  guards  at  the  post  and  claimed 
that  the  poles  were  placed  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  border.  They  then  reportedly  assaulted  the 
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border  guards,  who  fired  warning  shots  in  an  attempt  to  disperse  the  crowd.  Four  people  in  the 
crowd  were  injured  during  the  assault. 

Khushyar  residents  later  returned  to  the  border  post  in  larger  numbers  on  January  6  and 
began  removing  the  poles  and  destroying  property  as  well  as  assaulting  residents  of  Charbak, 
including  kidnapping  over  a  dozen  people  from  the  village  and  taking  them  to  Khushyar  as 
hostages.  Khushyar  residents  kidnapped  more  citizens  of  Kyrgyzstan  while  they  were  driving 
through  Sokh  and  caused  damage  to  their  vehicles  and  injured  a  policeman  who  attempted  to 
intervene.  In  retaliation,  Kyrgyz  residents  from  Charbak  took  several  hostages  from  Sokh.  On 
January  7  the  violence  ended  and  authorities  from  Kyrgyzstan  and  Uzbekistan  negotiated  the 
release  of  the  hostages.  The  Kyrgyz-Uzbek  border  was  closed  for  a  few  weeks  following  the 
incident.6 
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Map  of  Charbak  (Kyrgyzstan)  and  Khushyar,  Sokh  (Uzbekistan) 


Kyrgyz-Tajik  border  -  Batken  Oblast-Vorukh  enclave  -  April  27,  2013 

On  April  27,  2013  residents  of  Ak-Sai,  a  village  in  Kyrgyzstan’s  Batken  Oblast,  and 
Tajikistan’s  Vorukh  enclave  fought  over  the  construction  of  a  road  near  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  border. 
The  road  would  allow  passage  to  Ak-Sai  without  having  to  enter  Tajikistan.  Prior  to  the  incident, 
road  construction  had  been  on  hold  for  several  days  because  of  the  dispute  of  its  location  as 
residents  of  Vorukh  have  claimed  that  construction  was  taking  place  on  Tajik  territory. 
Construction  resumed  on  the  morning  of  April  27  and  caused  the  incident.  An  estimated  30-50 
people  took  part  in  the  violence,  which  resulted  in  damage  to  construction  equipment,  several 
injuries  to  civilians  and  policemen,  as  well  as  reports  that  over  a  dozen  people  from  Tajikistan 
were  temporarily  taken  hostage.  In  addition  to  this,  civilians  on  both  sides  set  up  road  blocks, 
which  remained  in  place  until  April  28  when  order  was  restored  by  security  forces  from 
Kyrgyzstan  and  Tajikistan.7 
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Map  of  Ak-Sai  and  Kok-Tash,  Kyrgyzstan  and  Khoja-Alo,  Tajikistan 


Kyrgvz-Tajik  border  -  Batken  Oblast-Khoja-Alo  (Sughd  Oblast,  Tajikistan)  -  January  11,  2014 
On  January  1 1,  2014  a  clash  took  place  between  the  border  guards  of  Tajikistan  and 
Kyrgyzstan  over  the  latter’s  continued  construction  of  the  Kok-Tash  -  Ak-Sai  -  Tamdyk  road 
which  was  the  source  of  tension  in  the  April  2013  incident.  Tajik  authorities  and  residents  of 
Khoja-Alo  continued  to  believe  the  construction  was  taking  place  on  Tajik  territory.  There  had 
also  been  tension  between  residents  on  both  sides  of  the  border  a  few  weeks  prior  to  January  1 1 
over  a  case  of  arson  and  the  border  had  been  closed  for  a  few  days.  Additionally,  negotiations  to 
demarcate  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  had  taken  place  in  Dushanbe  on  January  7-9,  including  an 
agreement  to  conduct  joint  patrols  in  the  disputed  border  areas.  The  Kyrgyz  border  guards  held  a 
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press  conference  following  the  incident  and  showed  a  map  made  in  Google  Earth  of  where  they 
believe  the  border  is,  the  positions  where  Tajik  forces  attacked  them  from,  and  where  the  road 
the  government  is  constructing  runs.8 

The  clash  started  in  the  early  afternoon  of  January  1 1  when  an  argument  broke  out 
between  Kyrgyz  and  Tajik  border  guards  over  the  road  construction.  Both  sides  claimed  the 
other  fired  the  first  shots  and  during  the  clash,  Tajik  forces  launched  several  mortars  at  Kyrgyz 
positions,  which  resulted  in  shrapnel  wounds  to  Kyrgyz  border  guards.9  Overall,  the  clash 
resulted  in  injuries  to  five  Kyrgyz  and  two  Tajik  border  guards.  Both  sides  moved  in 
reinforcements  from  their  respective  Ministries  of  Defense  to  the  border  in  the  days  following 
the  clash,  then  withdrew  these  units  by  the  end  of  January.  Kyrgyzstan  delayed  construction  of 
the  road  immediately  following  the  incident,  but  later  continued  as  officials  had  during  previous 
incidents.  Negotiations  between  local  authorities  and  senior  officers  from  both  sides  took  place 
in  the  Batken  and  Sughd  Oblasts  for  a  few  days  following  the  incident,  though  the  border 
remained  closed  until  March  3 1 . 10 

Kyrgyz-Tajik  border  -  Isfara  District  (Sughd  Province)-Batken  Province  (Kyrgyzstan)  -  May  7- 
8,  2014 

On  the  evening  of  May  7,  2014  a  clash  took  place  between  residents  on  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik 
border  near  the  villages  of  Zhaka  Oruk  and  Kok-Terek,  Kyrgyzstan  and  Khoja-Alo,  Tajikistan. 
The  clash  started  in  the  evening  of  May  7  when  residents  from  the  villages  accused  each  other  of 
vandalizing  vehicles  traveling  in  the  border  area.  The  accusations  turned  into  violence  when  a 
few  dozen  people  from  area  villages  began  throwing  rocks  at  each  other.  Security  forces  from 
Kyrgyzstan  and  Tajikistan  restored  order  after  several  hours  on  the  morning  of  May  8,  though  a 
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gas  station  and  other  property  near  Kok-Terek  were  damaged  in  a  fire.  The  clash  resulted  in 
injuries  to  several  Kyrgyz  and  Tajik  civilians  and  security  forces. 11 

Kyrgyz-Tajik  border  -  Batken  Oblast-Vorukh  enclave  -  July  10,  2014 

On  July  10,  2014  a  clash  between  the  border  guards  of  Kyrgyzstan  and  Tajik  civilians 
and  subsequently  the  border  guards  of  Tajikistan  took  place  near  the  Kyrgyz  Tamdyk  border 
post.  The  incident  started  when  around  30  civilian  residents  from  Vorukh  got  into  an  argument 
with  Kyrgyz  border  guards  over  placement  of  a  water  pipe  from  a  river  in  Kyrgyz  territory  to  a 
village  in  Vorukh.  The  Kyrgyz  border  guards  claimed  the  civilians  grew  hostile  and  threw  stones 
at  them,  forcing  them  to  fire  warning  shots.  Tajik  border  guards  claimed  they  were  fired  on  by 
their  Kyrgyz  counterparts  not  long  after  they  had  arrived  on  the  scene  during  the  argument.  They 
also  claimed  they  were  there  to  protect  civilians  and  that  they  did  not  return  fire.  Several  people 
were  injured,  including  two  Tajik  border  guards.  One  Tajik  civilian  was  killed.  All  injuries  were 
from  gunshot  wounds.  One  Kyrgyz  border  guard  was  reported  injured. 

The  Kyrgyz  government  claimed  that  Tajiks  forces  fired  mortars  on  the  Tamdyk  border 
post  on  the  evening  of  July  10.  Government  officials  from  both  countries  met  on  July  1 1  in  the 
Sughd  Province,  Tajikistan.  Tajik  officials  requested  the  removal  of  the  Tamdyk  border  post, 
claiming  that  Tajik  civilians  have  repeatedly  threatened  to  attack  the  post  and  the  Tajik 
government  would  not  be  held  responsible  for  their  actions.  Authorities  at  the  district  and  village 
level  also  met  in  July  on  the  border  to  coordinate  efforts  on  resolving  the  situation.  The  border 
was  closed  for  two  days  following  the  incident. 12 
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Map  of  Tamdyk,  Kyrgyzstan 

Kyrgvz-Tajik  border  -  Ovchiqalacha  (Ghafurov  District,  Sughd  Oblast)  -  August  25,  2014 

On  August  25  a  clash  between  the  border  guards  of  Kyrgyzstan  and  the  border  guards  of 
Tajikistan  and  Tajik  civilians  took  place  on  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  border  near  the  town  of 
Ovchiqalacha,  Tajikistan.  The  incident  started  when  Tajik  civilians  attempted  to  remove  a 
Kyrgyz  bridge  over  the  Gulkandoz  River  with  an  excavator.  Construction  of  the  bridge  had  been 
planned  for  several  weeks  and  was  nearing  completion  at  the  time  of  the  incident.  Border  guards 
from  Kyrgyzstan  claimed  that  when  they  attempted  to  prevent  destruction  of  the  bridge,  Tajik 
civilians  threw  rocks  at  them,  and  then  border  guards  from  Tajikistan  opened  fire  with  mortars. 
Tajik  officials  denied  that  their  border  guards  opened  fire  first.  Several  people  from 
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Ovchiqalacha  were  wounded  and  two  were  killed,  including  the  commander  of  the  Tajik  border 
post.  There  were  no  reported  Kyrgyz  casualties.  Prior  to  the  clash,  border  guards  from  Tajikistan 
reportedly  established  a  border  post  Kyrgyzstan’s  territory. 13 


Map  of  Ovchiqalacha,  Tajikistan  and  Kulundu,  Kyrgyzstan 

Other  Incidents  of  Violence  in  the  Border  Regions  from  2013-2015 

There  have  been  other  notable  violent  incidents  on  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  and  Kyrgyz -Uzbek 
borders  from  2013-2015,  including  border  guards  firing  on  civilians  during  illegal  border 
crossings.  An  examination  of  news  reports  during  this  period  shows  that  there  are  several 
incidents  a  year  in  which  the  border  guards  of  Kyrgyzstan,  Tajikistan,  and  Uzbekistan  opened 
fire  on  civilians,  some  of  whom  had  been  crossing  the  border  illegally  or  were  involved  in 
smuggling.  These  shooting  incidents  sometimes  result  in  injuries  or  death. 14  It  is  certainly 
possible  that  there  are  more  shootings  on  the  border  than  what  appears  in  news  reports,  but  not 
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all  of  the  shooting  incidents  take  place  on  a  disputed  section  of  the  border  like  the  incidents  listed 
in  the  previous  section. 

There  were  a  few  other  high-profile  incidents  on  the  borders  of  the  Ferghana  Valley 
during  this  period  of  time.  On  July  23,  2013  an  altercation  took  place  between  the  border  guards 
of  Uzbekistan  and  Kyrgyzstan  in  the  Aksy  District,  Jalal-Abad  Oblast,  when  each  side  claimed 
the  other  had  entered  their  territory  and  refused  to  leave.  Both  sides  claimed  the  other  opened  fire 
first,  though  two  Uzbek  border  guards  were  killed  and  no  Kyrgyz  border  guards  were  injured. 15 

On  August  20,  2013  a  Tajik  family  of  four  was  found  murdered  in  their  home  in  the  town 
of  Chorku,  Sughd  Oblast,  Tajikistan.16  Chorku  is  located  near  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  border, 
approximately  seven  miles  northeast  of  the  town  of  Ak-Sai,  Kyrgyzstan.  On  January  16,  2015 
Kyrgyzstan’s  Border  Guards  reported  an  attack  on  the  Aykol  outpost,  Leylek  District,  Batken 
Oblast  that  resulted  in  one  officer  being  killed  and  two  border  guards  injured  from  gunshot 
wounds.  A  member  of  the  Kyrgyz  border  guards  later  confessed  to  the  shooting. 17  The  Aykol 
outpost  is  not  located  on  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  border,  but  in  a  mountainous  area  in  the  central  part  of 
the  Leylek  District. 

On  September  20,  2013  a  group  of  Uzbek  border  guards  landed  from  a  helicopter  and 
took  control  of  a  radio  tower  located  in  the  Aksy  District  (Jalal-Abad  Oblast,  Kyrgyzstan)  and 
claimed  the  tower  was  on  Uzbek  territory.  The  Uzbek  border  guards  withdrew  on  October  2  after 
government  officials  on  both  sides  negotiated  an  agreement. 18  On  December  18,  2013  residents 
on  both  sides  of  the  border  near  the  village  of  Ak-Sai  blocked  the  road  into  the  Vorukh  for  five 
days.  The  road  block  took  place  a  day  after  a  cafe  in  Ak-Sai  was  burned.  Local  residents  blamed 
on  Tajiks. 19  No  one  was  reported  killed  or  injured  in  either  of  these  incidents. 
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Other  considerations  and  efforts  to  solve  the  problem 

There  are  a  number  of  regional  and  international  organizations  that  focus  on  or  include  an 
effort  to  improve  border  security  in  Central  Asia.  These  organizations  include:  the  Border 
Management  Programme  in  Central  Asia,  the  Central  Asian  Regional  Information  and 
Coordination  Centre,  the  Council  of  Commanders  of  Border  Troops,  and  the  Organization  for 
Security  and  Co-operation  in  Europe.20  While  these  organizations  work  jointly  on  improving 
border  security  in  the  region,  they  do  not  include  a  specific  effort  or  charter  toward  demarcating 
disputed  borders.  Instead,  the  Central  Asian  governments  have  only  conducted  bilateral 
negotiations  addressing  those  segments  of  undemarcated  borders  where  trouble  occurs.21  This  is 
not  likely  to  change  given  the  history  of  negotiations  to  date. 

It  is  also  worth  noting  that  in  October  2014  the  governments  of  Kyrgyzstan  and 
Uzbekistan  passed  laws  to  allow  civilians  to  assist  their  respective  border  guards  services  with 
patrolling  the  border.  The  legislation  called  for  civilians  to  patrol  remote  areas  of  the  border  on 
horseback  with  radios  and  minimal  equipment.  While  there  were  reports  that  they  would  be 
anned,  this  could  not  be  confirmed.22  There  have  been  no  reports  of  a  civilian  border  patrol 
involved  in  any  violence  near  the  border. 

Violent  conflicts  on  Central  Asian  borders  are  not  limited  to  the  Ferghana  Valley  region. 
Tajikistan’s  border  with  Afghanistan  has  been  the  site  of  numerous  incidents  of  violence,  but  it  is 
not  related  to  disputes  over  infrastructure  or  because  the  border  is  undemarcated.  Instead,  it  is 
often  connected  to  the  drug  trade  coming  out  of  Afghanistan.23  There  was  also  a  notable  incident 
of  four  Tajik  border  guards  taken  captive  by  unknown  group  on  December  19,  2014  when  they 
were  gathering  firewood  on  the  one  small  islands  in  the  Amu  Darya,  the  river  that  separates 
Tajikistan  and  Afghanistan.  The  four  are  still  being  held  in  Afghanistan  as  of  June  20 15. 24  There 
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have  also  been  concerns  in  Tajikistan,  and  from  all  of  the  Central  Asian  governments,  about 
instability  from  Afghanistan  spreading  across  the  border  and  they  have  conducted  joint  military 
exercises  to  prepare  for  this.25  These  concerns  increased  in  the  spring  of  2015  when  the  Taliban 
started  an  offensive  in  the  Kunduz  Province,  Afghanistan,  to  which  the  government  of  Tajikistan 
responded  by  reinforcing  sections  of  the  Tajik-Afghan  border.26 

Outside  of  ongoing  bilateral  negotiations  to  demarcate  the  borders,  there  have  been 
efforts  to  alleviate  tension  in  the  communities  on  both  sides  of  the  border.  The  Kyrgyz  and  Tajik 
government  cooperated  on  road  construction  in  the  border  region  in  September  2014. 27  In 
addition  to  this,  in  March  2015  the  Kyrgyz  and  Tajik  governments  completed  joint  construction 
of  a  bridge  to  allow  Kyrgyz  citizens  access  to  the  village  of  Kulundu  without  having  to  enter 
Tajik  territory.  Kulundu  is  near  the  site  of  the  August  2014  incident.28  There  was  also  a  soccer 
match  played  between  border  guard  detachments  of  the  Batken  Oblast,  Kyrgyzstan  and  the  Isfara 
District,  Tajikistan  on  October  25,  20 14. 29 

Summary  of  the  violent  incidents  and  outlook 

Based  on  news  reports  from  sources  in  the  region,  the  majority  of  the  violent  incidents  on 
the  Kyrgyz -Uzbek  and  Kyrgyz-Tajik  borders  took  place  because  of  a  dispute  involving 
infrastructure,  specifically  when  any  infrastructure  was  in  the  process  of  being  constructed. 
Incidents  like  the  road  blocks  on  December  18,  2013  or  the  clash  between  civilians  on  May  7-8, 
2014  near  the  Vorukh  enclave  may  not  have  started  directly  because  of  infrastructure,  but  they 
were  the  result  of  local  tension  that  most  likely  stemmed  from  the  disputes.  There  are  certainly 
just  as  many  incidents  of  border  guards  opening  fire  on  civilians  during  this  period  of  time,  but 
based  on  local  media  reports,  these  are  not  always  attributed  to  the  issue  of  undemarcated 
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borders.  Local  media  also  gave  the  most  coverage  to  the  violent  incidents  that  involved 
infrastructure,  so  it  is  not  often  possible  to  verify  if  a  shooting  was  related  to  undemarcated 
borders  or  if  it  involved  civilians  in  an  illegal  border  crossing  or  smuggling. 

There  was  more  media  coverage  of  the  violent  incidents  available  from  sources  in 
Kyrgyzstan  than  Tajikistan,  though  the  latter  provided  sufficient  coverage  of  all  the  incidents. 
Turmush,  a  news  source  from  Kyrgyzstan,  included  a  couple  of  detailed  maps  of  the  Kyrgyz  - 
Tajik  border  near  Ak-Sai  and  the  Vorukh  enclave  which  cannot  be  found  in  any  other  sources. 
While  media  in  Kyrgyzstan  and  Tajikistan  had  their  own  biases  in  coverage  of  the  incidents,  they 
still  provided  the  best  insight.  The  Kyrgyz-Tajik  border  near  the  Vorukh  enclave  was  the  site  of 
most  of  the  violent  incidents  that  took  place.  There  were  additional  factors  involved  in  the 
dispute,  but  Kyrgyzstan’s  construction  of  the  Kok-Tash  -  Ak-Sai  -  Tamdyk  road  in  2013-2014 
was  central  among  these,  particularly  when  construction  continued  after  each  of  the  incidents. 
Officials  in  Kyrgyzstan  delayed  construction  a  few  times  during  this  period,  but  the  decision  to 
continue  led  to  more  tension  and  violence,  particularly  in  January,  May  and  August  2014. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  overlooked  aspects  of  reports  in  the  media  is  how  officers  and 
government  officials  from  both  sides  met  and  discussed  the  situation  soon  after  an  incident  took 
place.  These  were  separate  meetings  from  the  ongoing  bilateral  negotiations  between  Kyrgyzstan 
and  Tajikistan  to  demarcate  the  border.  The  meetings  between  Kyrgyz  and  Tajik  officers  on 
January  14,  2014  and  July  1 1,  2014  were  significant  because  they  took  place  shortly  after  both 
sides  had  used  force  against  each  other,  resulting  in  injuries  to  several  border  guards.  The 
January  14  meeting  and  the  joint  patrols  had  only  a  temporary  effect,  since  an  additional  violent 
incident  took  place  near  Vorukh  on  July  10.  The  violence  on  the  border  near  Ovchikalacha  in 
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August  2014  was  not  connected  to  the  others,  since  it  is  located  over  40  miles  from  the  Vorukh 
enclave. 

Other  efforts  by  the  government  should  also  be  noted.  The  cooperation  on  road 
construction  in  the  border  region  in  September  2014  appears  to  have  provided  one  solution. 
There  was  also  the  joint  construction  of  a  bridge  near  Ovchikalacha  in  March  2015  and  a  soccer 
match  in  October  2014,  thought  the  latter  may  have  been  for  public  relations  purposes.  In  any 
case,  there  has  not  been  an  incident  near  the  Vorukh  enclave  since  July  2014  or  any  violence 
directly  related  to  an  undemarcated  border  or  dispute  over  infrastructure  near  the  border. 

This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the  border  issues  are  resolved.  Sources  in  Tajikistan 
noted  how  tension  has  existed  between  communities  on  both  sides  of  the  border  for  some  time. 
The  construction  of  infrastructure  in  2013-2015  near  a  disputed  border  was  the  spark  that  caused 
tension  to  turn  violent.  As  of  June  2015  the  governments  of  Central  Asia  that  share  an 
undemarcated  border  do  not  appear  to  be  any  closer  to  resolving  the  issue  than  they  were  before 
any  of  these  incidents  happened.  Negotiations  between  the  governments  of  Kyrgyzstan  and 
Tajikistan  in  particular  took  place  more  frequently  from  2013-2015  than  in  previous  years,  but 
they  have  yet  to  reach  a  significant  agreement.  The  one  area  that  they  were  able  to  cooperate  on 
was  the  coordination  of  the  road  and  bridge  construction.  This  removes  one  of  the  sources  of  the 
violence,  but  other  local  efforts  to  alleviate  tension  will  likely  be  a  detennining  factor  in  any 
future  violence. 


16 


Notes 


1  The  list  of  studies  and  articles  on  undemarcated  borders  across  the  Central  Asia  region  is  extensive;  some  of  the 
more  comprehensive  and  recent  works  include:  Vera  Fedchina,  KaK  Co3daeanacb  Kapma  CpedHeu  A3uu  (How  the 
map  of  Central  Asia  was  created)  (Moscow:  Academy  of  the  Sciences,  USSR,  1967);  Necati  Polat,  Boundary  Issues  in 
Central  Asia  (New  York:  Transnational  Publishers,  2002);  Nick  Megoran,  "Rethinking  the  Study  of  International 
Boundaries:  A  Biography  of  the  Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan  Boundary,"  Annals  of  the  Association  of  American 
Geographers  102,  No.  2  (August  2011);  International  Crisis  Group,  "Central  Asia:  Border  Disputes  and  Conflict 
Potential,"  Asia  Report  33,  (April  4,  2002),  http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/central-asia/033-central- 
asia-border-disputes-and-conflict-potential.aspx,  (accessed  April  8,  2015);  "rioTeHpua/i  pnn  wtnpa  m  yrpo3bi 
kohc|)/imktob  (The  potential  for  peace  and  the  threat  of  conflicts),"  UNDP  in  Tajikistan,  July  2011, 
http://www.undp.ti/files/Report%20in%20Russian.pdf,  (accessed  April  8,  2015). 

2  Nurali  Davlat,  "HenpuBeT/iMBaa  rpaHupa  aHK/iaBa  (The  unfriendly  border  enclave),"  Charhi  Gardun,  June  13,  2013, 
http://gazeta.ti/dp/7666-neprivetlivaya-granica-anklava.html,  (accessed  June  9,  2015). 

3  Polat,  Boundary  Issues  in  Central  Asia;  Megoran,  "Rethinking  the  Study  of  international  Boundaries:  A  Biography 
of  the  Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan  Boundary,";  Maksim  Vedeneev,  "yneHbie  npoTnB  TonopHoro  pa3Ae/ia  U,A.  K  Bonpocy 
o  cnopHbix  TeppnTopnax  (Scholars  against  the  clumsy  division  of  Central  Asia.  The  solution  to  the  disputed 
territories),"  Centrasia.ru,  July  16,  2014,  http://www.centrasia.ru/news.php?st=  1405502640,  (accessed  April  17, 
2015);  "noTeHpna/1  pnr\  Mnpa  m  yrpo3bi  kohc()/ihktob  (The  potential  for  peace  and  the  threat  of  conflicts),"  UNDP  in 
Tajikistan. 

4  Khayrullo  Mirsaidov,  "Oca^Hbrn  Bopyx  (The  Vorukh  Siege),"  Asia-Plus,  May  2,  2013, 

http://news.ti/ru/newspaper/article/osadnyi-vorukh,  (accessed  April  17,  2015);  llkhom  Kuliyev,  'Tfl,e  AO/i>KHa 
nponTn  TaA>KMKCKO-Kbiprbi3CKaa  rpaHupa  (Where  the  Tajik-Kyrgyz  border  should  run),"  Asia-Plus,  January  16,  2014, 
http://news.ti/ru/news/gde-dolzhna-proiti-tadzhiksko-kvrgyzskava-granitsa,  (accessed  April  17,  2015). 

5  Avaz  Yuldashev,  "TaAWMKMCTaH  m  Kbiprbi3CTaH  noAnnca/in  n/iaH  coBMecmoM  pa6oTbi  no  pemeHmo 
npurpaHMHHbix  cnopoB  Ha  2015  rofl  (Tajikistan  and  Kyrgyzstan  signed  a  joint  plan  of  work  on  solving  the  border 
disputes  in  the  year  2015),"  Asia-Plus,  March  6,  2015,  http://news.ti/ru/news/tadzhikistan-i-kyrgyzstan-podpisali- 
plan-sovmestnoi-rabotv-po-reshenivu-prigranichnykh-sporov-n,  (accessed  April  17,  2015). 

6  Yekaterina  Ivashchenko  and  Daniil  Kislov,  "Kbiprbi3CTaH-y36eKMCTaH:  flecaTb  cto/i6ob  i/i  wecTb  MeTpoB  ot 
rpaHMUbi  (Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan:  Ten  posts  and  six  meters  from  the  border),"  Fergana  News,  January  8,  2013, 
http://www.fergananews.com/articles/7591,  (accessed  April  23,  2015);  "TIpoTi/iBonpaBHbie  AencTBHa  Kbiprbi3CKMX 
norpaHMHHMKOB  npnBe/in  k  o6ocTpeHMto  o6craHOBKM  Ha  rpaHi/ipe  -  KOTT  CHB  (The  unlawful  actions  of  the  Kyrgyz 
border  guards  led  to  the  exacerbation  of  conditions  on  the  border -The  Border  Guards  Service  of  the  SNB),"  12. uz, 
January  7,  2013,  http://www.l2.uz/#ru/news/show/official/12730/,  (accessed  February  6,  2013);  "XpoHMKa 
Kbiprbi3CKOki-y36eKCKoro  nporpaHMHHoro  MHU1MA,eHTa  b  aHK/iaBe  Cox  5-a  aHBapa  2013  ro^a  (The  chronology  of  the 
Kyrgyz-Uzbek  border  incident  in  the  enclave  of  Sokh  on  January  5,  2013),"  AKI  Press  Osh,  January  10,  2013, 
http://turmush.kg/ru/news:39615,  (accessed  April  23,  2015);  "B  BaTKeHCKOM  06/iacTM  BHOBb  OTKpbiT  oamh  m3 
norpaHMHHbix  nyHKTOB  nponycga  b6^m3m  aHK/iaBa  Cox  (One  of  the  border  crossing  points  near  the  enclave  of  Sokh 
in  the  Batken  oblast  has  again  been  opened),"  K  News,  February  2,  2013,  http://www.knews.kg/ru/action/27368/, 
(accessed  April  23,  2015). 


17 


7  Khayrullo  Mirsaidov,  "Oca^HbiM  Bopyx  (The  Vorukh  Siege)/'  Asia-Plus,  May  2,  2013, 
http://news.ti/ru/newspaper/article/osadnyi-vorukh,  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  Zarema  Sultanbekova, 
"CrponTe/ibCTBO  floporn  BOKpyr  Bopyxa  npnocraHOB/ieHO  flo  pa3peineHna  npnrpaHMHHbix  cnopoB  (Construction  of 
the  roads  around  Vorukh  have  been  suspended  until  the  resolution  of  the  border  disputes),"  Kloop,  April  29,  2013, 
http://kloop.kg/blog/2013/04/29/stroitel-stvo-dorogi-vokrug-voruha-priostanovleno-do-razresheniya- 

prigranichny-h-sporov/,  (accessed  June  5,  2014);  "YMB/J,  TaAWHKncraHa  no  Cor^y:  CnTyapna  b  panoHe  aHK/iaBa 
Bopyx  cTa6n/in3npoBa/icb  (Tajikistan's  Sughd  UMVD:  the  situation  in  the  Vorukh  enclave  has  been  stabilized)," 
Asia-Plus,  April  29,  2013,  http://news.ti/ru/news/umvd-tadzhikistana-po-sogdu-situatsiya-v-raione-anklava- 
vorukh-stabilizirovals,  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  "Koh^/iukt  npn  CTponTe/ibCTBe  floporn  b  BaTKeHe  (The  conflict 
over  the  construction  of  the  roads  to  Batken),"  Fabula,  April  30,  2013, 

http://www.gezitter.org/society/20082  konflikt  pri  stroitelstve  dorogi  v  batkene/,  (accessed  at  Gezitter,  April 
24,  2015);  "norpaHMHHMKn  BaTKeHCKon  o6/iac™  npoAO/iwaioT  pa6oTaTb  b  ycn/ieHHOM  pewnMe  HeceHna  c/iy>K6bi 
(The  border  guards  of  the  Batken  oblast  are  continuing  to  be  on  high  alert),"  K  News,  April  29,  2013, 
http://www.knews.kg/action/31229  pogranichniki  batkenskoy  oblasti  prodoljayut  rabotat  v  usilennom  rejime 

neseniya  slujbyi/,  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  "B  Bopyxe  Bopox  npo6/ieM  (There  is  a  pile  of  problems  in  Vorukh)," 
Vechernii  Bishkek,  April  30,  2013,  http://members.vb.kg/2013/04/30/panorama/5.html,  (accessed  April  24,  2015). 

8  "llOKa  b  Kbiprbi3CTaHe  cnnTa k)t  KO/innecTBO  MnHOMeTHbix  muh,  nx  Tafl>KHKCKne  onnoHeHTbi  pacnpocrpaHaiOT 
«aHOHHMKn»  (While  they  are  counting  the  number  of  mortars  in  Kyrgyzstan,  their  Tajik  opponents  are  spreading 
"propaganda"),"  Fergana  News,  January  13,  2014,  http://www.fergananews.com/news/21679,  (accessed  April  24, 
2015);  Yekaterina  Ivashchenko  and  Daniil  Kislov,  "Kbiprbi3CTaH  3aKpbm  bck>  rpaHnpy  c  Tafl>KHKncTaHOM. 
I1oapo6hocth  BHepanmero  nHpnASHTa  paccKa3a/i  wypHa/incTaM  Bnu,e-npeMbep  Tokoh  MawibiTOB  (Kyrgyzstan  close 
its  border  with  Tajikistan.  Deputy  Prime  Minister  Tokon  Mamytov  discussed  details  of  yesterday's  incident  with 
journalists),"  Fergana  News,  January  12,  2014,  http://www.fergananews.com/news/21677,  (accessed  April  24, 
2015);  "KaK  pa3BHBa/incb  co6biTna  Ha  TaA>KHKCK0-Kbiprbi3CK0n  rpaHnu,e  (xpoHO/iorna)  (How  the  situation 
developed  on  the  Tajik-Kyrgyz  border  -  chronology),"  Asia-Plus,  December  19,  2013,  http://news.tj/ru/news/kak- 
razyivalis-sobytiya-na-tadzhiksko-kyrgyzskoi-granitse-khronologiya,  (accessed  April  24,  2015). 

9  Bektur  Iskender,  "nepecrpe/iKa  Ha  Kbiprbi3CKO-TaA>xMKCKOM  rpaHnu,e:  paHeHbi  norpaHMHHMKn  o6enx  cTpaH  (The 
shootout  on  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  border:  wounded  border  guards  of  both  sides),"  Kloop,  January  11,  2014, 
http://kloop.kg/blog/2014/01/ll/perestrelka-na-kv-rgy-zsko-tadzhikskoi-granitse-est-ranenv-e/,  (accessed  July  28, 
2014);  "Kto  nepBbiM  OTKpbm  oroHb  Ha  TaA>KMKCKO-Kbiprbi3CKOM  rpaHMU,e?  (Who  opened  fire  first  on  the  Tajik- 
Kyrgyz  border?),"  Asia-Plus,  January  13,  2014,  http://news.ti/ru/newspaper/article/kto-pervvm-otkryl-ogon-na- 
tadzhiksko-kyrgyzskoi-granitse,  (accessed  April  24,  2015). 

10  "B  nepecTpe/me  Ha  rpaHmi,e  paHeHbi  Luecrb  Kbiprbi3CKMX  norpaHMHHMKOB  (Six  Kyrgyz  border  guards  were 
wounded  in  the  shootout  on  the  border),"  K  News,  January  11,  2014, 

http://www.knews.kg/action/42935  v  perestrelke  na  granitse  ranenyi  shest  kyirgyizskih  pogranichnikov/, 

(accessed  April  24,  2015);  "CnepHa3  TaA>KHKMCTaHa  CTpenan  npripe/ibHO  no  >KM3HeHHO  Ba>KHbiM  obteKTaM  (Special 
forces  of  Tajikistan  shot  directly  at  vital  objects),"  K  News,  January  12,  2014, 

http://www.knews.kg/action/42941  spetsnaz  tadjikistana  strelyal  pritselno  po  jiznenno  vajnyim  obyektam  fo 

to/,  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  "B  BaTKeHe  AoemmyTa  AoroBopeHHOCTb  (An  arrangement  has  been  reached  in 
Batken),"  Asia-Plus,  January  13,  2014,  http://news.ti/ru/news/v-batkene-dostignuta-dogovorennost-dopolneno, 
(accessed  April  24,  2015);  "Pa6oTa  coBMecTHoro  naTpy/ia  Kbiprbi3CKOM  m  t3a>khkckom  mm/imamm  b  BaTKeHCKOM 
o6/iac™  (The  work  of  the  joint  Kyrgyz  and  Tajik  police  patrol  in  the  Batken  oblast),"  Turmush,  January  14,  2014, 
http://turmush.kg/ru/news:47462,  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  Avaz  Yuldashev,  "Kbiprbi3craH  OTKpbiBaeT  cbohd 
rpaHMpy  c  TaAWHKMCTaHOM  (Kyrgyzstan  has  opened  its  border  with  Tajikistan),"  Asia-Plus,  March  31,  2014, 

18 


http://news.ti/ru/news/kyrgvzstan-otkrvvaet-svoyu-granitsu-s-tadzhikistanom,  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  "Tlocne 
neperoBopoB  cn/iOBbix  CTpyKTyp  KP  n  TaAWHKncraHa  Hana/ica  bmboa  Aono/iHHTe/ibHbix  cv\n  c  Kbiprbi3CK0- 
Tafl>KnKCKon  rpaHMqbi  (After  the  negotiations  the  security  services  of  the  Kyrgyz  Republic  and  Tajikistan  have 
started  to  withdraw  the  reinforcements  from  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  border),"  Turmush,  January  29,  2014, 
http://turmush.kg/ru/news:648,  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  Akmal  Mannonov,  "3aTniube  b  npnrpaHMHbe  (A  lull  in 
the  border  area),"  Asia-Plus,  January  23,  2014,  http://news.tj/ru/newspaper/article/zatishe-v-prigraniche, 
(accessed  June  9,  2015). 

11  "UHL^nfleHT  Ha  TaA>«nKCKO-Kbiprbi3CKon  rpaHnu,e  pacc/ieAyeTca  (The  incident  on  the  Tajik-Kyrgyz  border  is  being 
investigated),"  Asia-Plus,  May  12,  2014,  http://news.ti/ru/newspaper/article/intsident-na-tadzhiksko-kyrgyzskoi- 
granitse-rassleduetsya,  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  'TflC  coo6uj,aeT  noAPo6Hocm  i/mqnAeHTa  Ha  Kbiprbi3CKO- 
t3a>kmkckom  ynacrKe  rpaHMAbi  b  BaTKeHCKOM  panoHe  (The  Border  Guards  Service  reports  that  details  of  the 
incident  on  section  of  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  border  in  the  Batken  District),"  Turmush,  May  8,  2014, 
http://turmush.kg/ru/news:57661.  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  Bermet  Malikova,  "EaTKeHCKnn  TynnK  c  OTKpbiTbiMM 
rpaHnu,aMM  (The  Batken  stalemate  with  open  borders),"  Vechernu  Bishkek,  May  13,  2014, 
http://members.vb.kg/2014/05/13/pogran/l.html,  (accessed  April  24,  2015). 

12  "TlorpaHC/iy>K6a  Kbiprbi3craHa:  TaA>KMKMCTaH  Tpe6yeT  /WKBnAHpoBaTb  Knprn3CKMM  norpaHUHHbiki  nocT 
«TaMflbiK»  (The  Border  Guard  service  of  Kyrgyzstan:  Tajikistan  demands  liquidation  of  the  Kyrgyz  border  post 
"Tamdyk"),"  Fergana  News,  July  10,  2014,  http://www.fergananews.com/news/22407,  (accessed  April  24,  2015); 
Avaz  Yuldashev,  "flymaHbe  n  BmuKeK  BeflyT  MHTeHcnBHbie  neperoBopbi  (Dushanbe  and  Bishkek  are  holding 
intensive  negotiations),"  Asia-Plus,  July  11,  2014,  http://news.tj/ru/node/191332,  (accessed  April  24,  2015); 
"06cTaHOBKa  Ha  Tafl>KMKCKO-Kbiprbi3CKOM  rpaHnu,e  cTa6n/ibHaa  (The  situation  on  the  Tajik-Kyrgyz  border  is  stable)," 
Asia-Plus,  July  14,  2014,  http://news.ti/ru/news/obstanovka-na-tadzhiksko-kvrgyzskoi-granitse-stabilnava, 
(accessed  April  24,  2015);  "B  BaTKeHCKOM  o6nac™  OTKpbiTbi  Aopom  AK-Can-BaTKeH  n  Bopyx-Mccfiapa  (The  Ak-Say- 
Batken  and  Vorukh-lsfara  roads  have  been  opened  in  the  Batken  oblast),"  Kabar,  July  12,  2014, 
http://www.kabar.kg/rus/regions/full/79658,  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  "KapTa  —  MecrHOCTb  TaMAbiK,  rAe 
npon30Luna  nepecTpe^Ka  Me>«Ay  norpaHMHHbiMM  HapaAaMM  Kbiprbi3CTaHa  m  TaAWHKncraHa  (The  map  of  the 
Tamdyk  area,  where  a  shooting  between  the  border  guards  of  Kyrgyzstan  and  Tajikistan  took  place),"  Turmush, 

July  17,  2014,  http://osh.turmush.kg/ru/news:67018,  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  "Ha  Kbiprbi3CKO-TaA>KMKCKOM 
rpaHMqe  npow/ia  BCTpena  pyKOBOACTBa  npaBOOxpaHMTe/ibHbix  opraHOB  BaTKeHCKOM  m  Cotahmckom  o6^acTeM  (A 
meeting  of  the  authorities  of  the  Batken  and  Sughd  oblast  security  services  took  place  on  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  border)," 
July  11,  2014,  http://osh.turmush.kg/ru/news:66217,  (accessed  April  24,  2015);  Aleksandra  Vasilkova, 
"Hanpa>KeHHOCTb  coxpaHaeTca  (Tension  remains),"  Vechernii  Bishkek,  July  15,  2014, 
http://members.vb.kg/2014/07/15/panorama/l.html.  (accessed  April  24,  2015). 

13  Sheroz  Sharipov,  "TlepBbie  wepTBbi  (The  first  victims),"  Asia-Plus,  September  1,  2014, 

http://news.ti/ru/news/pervye-zhertvv-video-i-foto,  (accessed  April  30,  2015);  Yuri  Kuzminykh,  "Ha  rpaHMU,e  onaTb 
cTpe/iaioT  (They  are  shooting  again  on  the  border),"  Vechernu  Bishkek,  August  27,  2014, 
http://members.vb. kg/2014/08/27/panorama/4.html,  (accessed  April  30,  2015);  TocaAMMHi/icTpau,nfl 
/len/ieKCKoro  panoHa  paccKa3a/ia  o  npnnnHax  B03HHKH0BeHna  KOHcjj/inKTa  Ha  Kbiprbi3CKO-TaA>KHKCKOM  rpaHnu,e 
(The  government  administration  of  the  Leylekskiy  District  discussed  the  reasons  of  the  conflict  on  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik 
border),"  Turmush,  August  26,  2014,  http://osh. turmush. kg/ru/news:72919,  (accessed  April  30,  2015);  "B 
/len/ieKCKOM  panoHe  npoBOAHTca  pacc/ieAOBaHMe  no  npnrpaHHHHOMy  mhamashty  Ha  Kbiprbi3CKO-TaA>xMKCKOM 
rpaHMqe  (An  investigation  on  the  border  incident  on  the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  border  is  being  carried  out  in  the  Leylekskiy 
District),"  Turmush,  August  26,  2014,  http://osh. turmush. kg/ru/news:72993,  (accessed  April  30,  2015). 


19 


14  "Y36eKCKMe  norpaHMHHnKn  3acTpe/in/in  Kbiprbi3CTaHu,a  (Uzbek  border  guards  shot  a  Kyrgyz  citizen)/'  K  News, 
June  20,  2013,  http://www.knews.kg/action/33583  uzbekskie  pogranichniki  zastrelili  kyirgyizstantsa/,  (accessed 
May  21,  2015);  "y36eKCKHM  norpaHHHHHK  y6nT  bo  Bpe/wa  nepecrpe/iKM  Ha  rpaHnu,e  c  Knprn3nen  (An  Uzbek  border 
guard  was  killed  at  the  time  of  the  shooting  on  the  border  with  Kyrgyzstan),"  Asia-Plus,  July  23,  2013, 
http://news.ti/ru/news/uzbekskii-pogranichnik-ubit-vo-vremya-perestrelki-na-granitse-s-kirgiziei,  (accessed  May 
21,  2015);  Marina  Skolysheva,  "y36eKncTaHCKne  norpaHMHHnKn  3acTpe/in/in  KOHTpa6aHflMCTa  M3  Kbiprbi3CTaHa 
(Uzbekistan's  border  guards  shot  a  smuggler  from  Kyrgyzstan),"  Vecherniy  Bishkek,  May  12,  2015, 
http://www.vb.kg/doc/312816  yzbekistanskie  pogranichniki  zastrelili  kontrabandista  iz  kyrgyzstana.html. 

(accessed  May  21,  2015);  "llpeMbep  T.CapneB  nopynn/i  npoBecrn  06-beKTMBHoe  paccneAOBaHne  MHpM^eHTa, 
npon30LijeflLijero  Ha  Kbiprbi3CKO-y36eKCKOM  rpaHnu,e  (Prime  Minister  T.  Sariev  instructed  that  an  objective 
investigation  be  carried  out  of  the  incident  that  took  place  on  the  Kyrgyz-Uzbek  border),"  Kabar,  May  13,  2015, 
http://kabar.kg/incident/full/92750,  (accessed  May  21,  2015);  "norpaHMHHnKn  y36eKMcraHa  paHn/in  abomx 
Kbiprbi3CTaHU,eB  (Border  guards  of  Uzbekistan  wounded  two  Kyrgyz),"  May  19,  2015, 

http://www.knews.kg/action/64227  pogranichniki  uzbekistana  ranili  dvoih  kyirgyizstantsev/,  (accessed  May  21, 
2015);  "11  6oeBMKOB  b  IlMKepTbiKe  yHMHTOweHbi  cn/ioBnKawtn  Kbiprbi3craHa  (Security  forces  of  Kyrgyzstan  have 
eliminated  11  militants  in  Pikertyk),"  K  News,  January  23,  2014, 

http://www.knews.kg/action/43601  11  boevikov  v  pikertyike  unichtojenyi  silovikami  kyirgyizstana/,  (accessed 

May  21,  2015);  "TaAwnKncraH  o6eiAa/i  ycKopnTb  npopecc  BbiAann  rpawAaH  Kbiprbi3CTaHa,  3aflep>KaHHbix  b  xoAe 
nepecTpe/iKM  (Tajikistan  has  promised  to  speed  up  the  process  of  releasing  the  citizen  of  Kyrgyzstan,  who  was 
detained  during  the  shooting),"  K  News,  August  11,  2014, 

http://www.knews.kg/action/53334  tadjikistan  obeschal  uskorit  protsess  vyidachi  grajdan  kyirgyizstana  zader 

jannyih  v  hode  perestrelki/,  (accessed  May  21,  2015);  "Y36eKCKne  norpaHMHHnKn  crpe/ia/in  b  Kbiprbi3CTaHu,eB  Ha 
rpaHMpe  (Uzbek  border  guards  shot  Kyrgyz  on  the  border),"  K  News,  November  11,  2014, 
http://www.knews.kg/action/56814  uzbekskie  pogranichniki  strelyali  v  kyirgyizstantsev  na  granitse/, 

(accessed  May  21,  2015);  "BecnopflflKM.  Becnpefle/i.  Be3rpaHHHbe...  (Disorder.  Chaos.  Unlimited...),"  Delo  No., 
January  17,  2013,  http://delo.kg/index.php/2011-08-04-18-06-33/5408-2013-01-17-07-33-35,  (accessed  May  21, 
2015). 

15  Yuri  Kopytin,  "norpaHMHHaa  c/iy>K6a  Kbiprbi3craHa  paccKa3a/ia  noflpo6HOCTH  KOH<t>/inKTa,  npon30LueflLijero  Ha 
Kbiprbi3CKO-y36eKCKOM  rpaHHpe  (The  Border  Guards  service  of  Kyrgyzstan  reported  details  of  the  conflict  that  took 
place  on  the  Kyrgyz-Uzbek  border),"  K  News,  July  24,  2013, 

http://www.knews.kg/action/35007  pogranichnaya  slujba  kyirgyizstana  rasskazala  podrobnosti  konflikta  proiz 

oshedshego  na  kyirgyizsko-uzbekskov  granitse/,  (accessed  June  8,  2015);  Grigoriy  Mikhailov,  "BmuKeK  m  TamgeHT 
>KHByT  no  yTepaHHon  coBeTCKon  KapTe  (Bishkek  and  Tashkent  live  according  to  a  lost  Soviet  map),"  Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta,  July  25,  2013,  http://www.ng.rU/cis/2013-07-25/6  bishkek.html,  (accessed  June  8,  2015). 

16  Aziza  Berdibayeva,  "Co3flaH  cnepria/ibHbiM  LUTa6  no  pacc/ieflOBaHHto  y6nncTBa  t3a>kmkckom  ceMbM  Ha 
Kbiprbi3CKO-TaA>KMKCKOM  rpaHHpe  (A  special  group  has  been  created  to  investigate  the  murder  of  a  Tajik  family  on 
the  Kyrgyz-Tajik  border),"  K  News,  August  21,  2013, 

http://www.knews.kg/action/35827  sozdan  spetsialnyiy  shtab  po  rassledovaniyu  ubiystva  tadjikskoy  semi  na 

kyirgyizsko-tadiikskov  granitse/,  (accessed  May  27,  2015). 

17  "Cra/iM  M3BecTHbi  HeKOTopbie  noApo6Hoc™  Boopy>KeHHoro  HanaAeHMB  Ha  norpaHMHHOM  3acTaBe  «Amkozi»  b 
JleM/ieKCKOM  panoHe  (A  few  more  details  became  known  on  the  armed  attack  on  the  "Aykol"  border  post  in  the 
Leylek  District),"  Turmush,  January  19,  2015,  http://www.turmush.kg/ru/news:  106255,  (accessed  May  27,  2015). 


20 


18  Zamir  Ibrayev,  "3axBaT  y36eKCKnwtn  norpaHMHHMKaMM  Te/ieBbii±iKn  m  46  ra  3ewinn  npon30i±ie/i  eLU,e  20  ceHTfl6pa 
(The  capture  by  Uzbek  border  guards  of  a  radio  tower  and  46  hectares  of  land  took  place  on  Septmber  20)/'  K 
News,  September  26,  2013, 

http://www.knews.kg/action/37398  zahvat  uzbekskimi  pogranichnikami  televyishki  i  46  ga  zemli  proizoshel 

esche  20  sentyabrya/,  (accessed  May  20,  2015);  "B  Akcbimckom  panoHe  Ha  MnmHre  M3-3a  3axBaia 
norpaHMHHMKaMM  Y36eKMCTaHa  paAHope/ienHon  cTaHpnn  co6pa/iocb  okocio  300  nenoBeK,  -  ^enyTaT  K.Ocmohob 
(Around  300  people  have  gathered  at  a  protest  of  the  capture  of  the  radio  tower  by  Uzbekistan's  border  guards  in 
the  Aksy  District),"  Turmush,  September  26,  2013,  http://m.turmush.kg/ru/news:45278,  (accessed  May  20,  2015); 
"Kbiprbi3Kaa  n  y36eKCKaa  cropoHbi  chh/ih  norpaHMHHbie  Hapflflbi  b  Mecmocrn  yHrap-Too  (The  Kyrgyz  and  Uzbeks 
withdrew  their  border  guard  detachments  from  the  Ungar-Too  area),"  K  News,  October  2,  2013, 
http://www.knews.kg/action/37630  kyirgyizkaya  i  uzbekskaya  storonyi  snyali  pogranichnyie  naryadyi  v  mest 

nosti  ungar-too/,  (accessed  May  20,  2015). 

19  "me  KP:  TparKflaHe  TaA>KMKMCTaHa  n  Kbiprbi3CTaHa  nepeKpbi/in  aBTOAopory  Hccfiapa  -  Bopyx  (Government 
Border  Guard  Service  of  the  Kyrgyz  Republic:  Citizens  of  Tajikistan  and  Kyrgyzstan  have  blocked  the  Isfara-Vorukh 
road),"  Kabar,  December  18,  2013,  http://kabar.kg/rus/regions/full/68444,  (accessed  May  20,  2015);  "YnacTOK 
Aoporn  Bopyx-Uccfiapa  BHOBb  oTKpbiT  (The  section  of  the  Vorukh-lsfara  road  is  open  again),"  Asia-Plus,  December 

23,  2013,  http://news.ti/ru/newspaper/article/uchastok-dorogi-vorukh-isfara-vnov-otkryt,  (accessed  May  20, 
2015). 

20  European  Commission,  "Countries  and  Regions,  Central  Asia,  Border  management," 

https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/regions/central-asia/eu-support-border-management-central-asia  en,  (accessed 

June  2,  2015);  "U,eHTpa/ibHoa3naTCKMM  PernoHa/ibHbin  MHcfiopMaLi.noHHbin  KoopAHHau,noHHbin  U,eHTp  (LfAPUKU,)," 
(Central  Asian  Regional  Information  and  Coordination  Center),  http://www.caricc.org/,  (accessed  June  2,  2015); 
CoBeTa  KOMaHAytoiAnx  norpaHUHHbiMn  BoncKawtM  (The  Council  of  Commanders  of  Border  Troops), 
http://www.skpw.ru/index.htm,  (accessed  June  2,  2015);  Organization  for  Security  and  Co-operation  in  Europe, 
"What  we  do,  Border  Management,"  http://www.osce.org/what/borders,  (accessed  June  2,  2015). 

21  Mirzohid  Rahimov,  "MewrocyAapcTBeHHbie  rpaHHu,bi  m  npo6/ieMbi  6e3onacHOCTM  b  LfeHTpa/ibHOM  A3  mm  (The 
interstate  borders  and  problems  of  security  in  Central  Asia),"  PlHCpopMau,uoHHO-aHasiumuyea<uu  u,eHmp,  February 

24,  2009,  http://ia-centr.ru/expert/3934/,  (accessed  June  9,  2015);  Mahpora  Kiromova,  "OgenepT:  Bonpoc 
cnopHOM  TeppnTopnM  c  TaA>KHKncraHOM  MOweT  6biTb  o6birpaH  b  no/ib3y  Kbiprbi3CKOki  onno3m4HM  (Expert:  the 
Kyrgyz  opposition  could  exploit  the  issue  of  the  disputed  territory  with  Tajikistan),"  Asia-Plus,  January  15,  2014, 
http://news.ti/ru/news/ekspert-vopros-spornoi-territorii-s-tadzhikistanom-mozhet-bvt-obygran-v-polzu- 

kyrgyzskoi-oppozi,  (accessed  June  9,  2015);  Avaz  Yuldashev,  "TaAWMKMCTaH  i/i  Kbiprbi3craH  noAnnca/in  n/iaH 
coBMecTHOM  pa6oTbi  no  pemeHmo  npnrpaHMHHbix  cnopoB  Ha  2015  toa  (Tajikistan  and  Kyrgyzstan  have  signed  a 
joint  working  plan  to  resolve  the  border  dispute  in  the  year  2015),"  Asia-Plus,  March  6,  2015, 
http://news.ti/ru/news/tadzhikistan-i-kvrgyzstan-podpisali-plan-sovmestnoi-rabotv-po-reshenivu-prigranichnvkh- 

sporov-n,  (accessed  June  1,  2015). 

22  "B  Kbiprbi3CTaHe  rpaHmi,y  6yAyT  oxpaHATb  BOopyweHHbie  MecTHbie  w.v\Tenv\  (In  Kyrgyzstan  the  border  will  be 
guarded  by  armed  local  residents),"  Asia-Plus,  October  30,  2014,  http://news.ti/ru/news/v-kyrgyzstane-granitsu- 
budut-okhranyat-vooruzhennye-mestnye-zhiteli,  (accessed  June  9,  2015);  "Y36eKCKMM  norpaHBOMCKawi  cosasayt 
Ao6poBO/ibHbie  oTpgAbi  coAencTBHB  "Merapa  noc6oH/iapn"  (Uzbek  border  guards  will  create  "Chegara  posbonlari," 
a  voluntary  detachment  for  assistance),"  Vesti.uz,  October  6,  2014, 

http://www.centrasia.ru/newsA.php?st=1412574900,  (accessed  at  Centrasia.ru,  June  9,  2015). 


21 


23  Avaz  Yuldashev,  "HapKono/inu,encKne  Tafl>KMKMCTaHa  noc/ie  nepecTpe/iKM  Ha  rpaHi/m,e  3aflep>Ka/iM  rpawflaHMHa 
AcfiraHMCTaHa  (The  Drug  Control  Agency  of  Tajikistan  arrested  a  citizen  of  Afghanistan  following  the  shooting  on  the 
border)/'  Asia-Plus,  December  16,  2014,  http://news.ti/ru/news/narkopolitseiskie-tadzhikistana-posle-perestrelki- 
na-granitse-zaderzhali-grazhdanina-afganistan,  (accessed  June  9,  2015);  Avaz  Yuldashev,  "Ha  Ta^rKMKCKO- 
ac)>raHCKOM  rpaHnpe  npon30wna  onepeftHaa  nepecTpe/ma  (Another  shooting  on  the  Tajik-Afghan  border  has  taken 
place),"  Asia-Plus,  January  5,  2015,  http://news.ti/ru/news/na-tadzhiksko-afganskoi-granitse-proizoshla- 
ocherednaya-perestrelka,  (accessed  June  9,  2015). 

24  Ahliddin  Salimov,  "Po.qnTe.nn  conqaTa,  nneHeHHoro  Tann6aMH,  nonroqa  o6nBaioT  noporn  roccTpyKTyp  (The 
parents  of  a  solider,  held  prisoner  by  the  Taliban,  have  been  haranguing  the  government  for  half  a  year),"  Asia- 
Plus,  June  3,  2015,  http://news.ti/ru/news/roditeli-soldata-plenennogo-talibami-polgoda-obivayut-porogi- 
gosstruktur,  (accessed  June  10,  2015). 

25  Aleksandr  Aleksandrov,  "«B3ai/iMoqencTBne»  Ha  MaKCMMy/we  («lnteraction»  to  the  maximum),"  Krasnaya  Zvezda, 
August  22,  2014,  http://www.redstar.ru/index.php/newspaper/item/18123-vzaimodejstvie-na-maksimume, 
(accessed  June  10,  2015);  Madina  Sheraliyeva,  "Bonqbi  cneu.ua/ibHoro  Ha3HaneHHfl  Kbiprbi3craHa  n  MHqnn 
HanMHaioT  coB/vtecTHbie  BoeHHbie  yneHna  (Special  forces  soldiers  of  Kyrgyzstan  and  India  have  started  a  joint 
military  exercise),"  K  News,  March  11,  2015, 

http://www.knews.kg/society/61340  boytsyi  spetsialnogo  naznacheniya  kyirgyizstana  i  indii  nachinayut  sovm 

estnyie  voennyie  ucheniya/,  (accessed  June  10,  2015);  "B  Kruae  3aBepujn/incb  yneHMa  crpaH  LLIOC  «MnpHan 
Mnccnfl-2014»  (The  exercise  «Peace  Mission-2014»  of  SCO  states  has  finished  in  China),"  Fergana  News, 

September  2,  2014,  http://www.fergananews.com/news/22591,  (accessed  June  10,  2015);  "Kbiprbi3craH 
npMHMMaeT  ynacTne  b  yneHnax  0/J.KE  «Py6e>K-2014»  b  Pocchh  (Kyrgyzstan  is  taking  part  in  the  CSTO  exercise 
«Frontier-2014»  in  Russia),"  Kabar,  July  15,  2014,  http://kabar.kg/rus/society/full/79736,  (accessed  June  10,  2015); 
Alexander  Aleksandrov,  "06craHOBKy  npn6/iM3M/in  k  6oeBon  (They  moved  the  situation  closer  to  combat)," 
Krasnaya  Zvezda,  May  20,  2015,  http://www.redstar.ru/index.php/newspaper/item/23794-obstanovku-priblizili-k- 
boevoj,  (accessed  June  10,  2015);  "B  KkiTae  npokiflyT  coBMecmbie  Kbiprbi3CKO-KMTaMCKne  norpaHMHHbie  yneHMa  (A 
joint  Kyrgyz-Chinese  border  forces  exercise  will  take  place  in  China),"  K  News,  October  30,  2014, 
http://www.knews.kg/politics/56419  v  kitae  proydut  sovmestnyie  kyirgyizsko- 

kitayskie  pogranichnyie  ucheniya/,  (accessed  June  10,  2015);  "B  Kbiprbi3CTaHe  3aBepwn/iMCb  yneHMa  cm/i 
cnepna/ibHoro  Ha3HaHeHMg  cTpaH-ynacTHmi,  LUOC  (The  exercise  of  special  forces  units  of  SCO  member  states  has 
ended  in  Kyrgyzstan),"  Kabar,  April  24,  2015,  http://kabar.kg/rus/society/full/92318,  (accessed  June  10,  2015). 

26  "Brapaa  /li/mna  o6opoHbi  (The  second  line  of  defense),"  Krasnaya  Zvezda,  May  5,  2015, 
http://www.redstar.ru/index.php/news-menu/v-armivakh-sng/tadzhikistan/item/23508-vtorava-liniya-oboronv, 

(accessed  June  10,  2015). 

27  "BMpe-npeMbep-MMHMCTpbi  Tafl>KMKMCTaHa  m  Kbiprbi3craHa  npnHfl/in  yHacme  b  pepeMOHMH  OflHOBpeMeHHoro 
cTpoHTe/ibCTBa  Aopom  AK-Can— KkimeMmu  (The  Deputy  Prime  Ministers  of  Tajikistan  and  Kyrgyzstan  took  part  in 
the  ceremony  simultaneous  construction  of  the  roads  Ak-Sai  -  Kishemish),"  Turmush,  September  4,  2014, 
http://osh.turmush.kg/ru/news:74622,  (accessed  June  9,  2015). 

28  "B  ce/ibCKOM  OKpyre  Ky/iyHAy  BaTKeHCKoro  panoHa  CTpogT  moct  «/J,ocTyK»,  HTo6bi  MecTHbiM  >KMTe/iBM  He 
nprixoAM/iocb  nepecegaTb  rpaHMpy  TaA>KMKMCTaHa  (Construction  of  the  bridge  "Dostuk"  is  underway  in  the  village 
of  Kulundu,  Batken  District  in  order  for  local  residents  to  not  have  to  cross  the  border  of  Tajikistan),"  Turmush, 
March  6,  2015,  http://turmush.kg/ru/news:117430/,  (accessed  June  9,  2015). 


22 


29  "norpaHMHHMKM  Hcc|)apnHCKoro  panoHa  Tafl>Km<ucTaHa  o6birpa/in  no  Mm-m-4>yT6o.ny  norpaHHHHHKOB 
Kbiprbi3CTaHa  (Border  guards  of  the  Isfara  District  of  Tajikistan  defeated  the  border  guards  of  Kyrgyzstan  in  mini¬ 
soccer),"  Turmush,  October  26,  2014,  http://batken.turmush.kg/ru/news:86508,  (accessed  June  10,  2015). 


23 


